MEDIA RELEASE
Bermuda Set to Welcome STEP CC12 Delegates and Sponsors 
May 16 – 18 Conference Already Sold Out 
Toronto, Ont. May 9, 2011 -- Fredrica Butterfield, Chair of the 2011 STEP Caribbean Conference, acknowledges that this years' conference has benefited from a rebounding economy in most of the Caribbean region, and that her host jurisdiction, Bermuda has really gotten behind this years’ event.

“Sponsors, delegates and speakers will be warmly welcomed by a strong Bermuda STEP branch and a host of local sponsors including Business Bermuda, who clearly understand the need to put a positive outlook on the future of the trust sector”, she commented. “We not only look forward to welcoming the STEP world to Bermuda, but also the many other delegates who are an integral part of the sector”.

IFC’s -- Key Partners in Economic Growth - is the theme of this years’ sold out event and is an indication that IFC’s are ready and willing to be recognised and sit at the global economic table. A full roster of speakers have been planned including Professor Gilbert Morris, who will address delegates on the overarching theme of the conference – The Hamilton Lecture, sponsored by HSBC Private Bank, will see Professor Morris discuss the manner in which the IFC will actually promote growth in the new global economy after being accused by many on-shore of actually playing a lead role in causing the recent economic crisis.

As one of the few scholar/advisors who actually works in the area of structural formalities of Financial Centres, Professor Morris has worked extensively with a number of international banks and in 2001, at the height of the OECD blacklist period, was called to present his theories to the White House staff resulting in the softening of the EU Tax Savings Directive for IFC’s.

In addition to Professor Morris, the roster of speakers also includes: Robert Mathavious, Chair of the BVI Financial Services Commission, Katie Booth, Managing Director of Butterfield Private Bank, UK and noted US speaker Dan Mitchell, head of The Cato Institute. This year conference will see a revised formal program with the last half day on Wednesday focused on “ask the expert” sessions that will allow for more informal dialogue and interaction between speakers and delegates.

Conference central will be The Fairmont Southampton Hotel and delegates will be kept busy after hours with a full slate of hospitality events that include a welcome cocktail reception and dinner on Sunday evening with guest speaker Dr Brian Little – often described as a cross between Robin Williams and Albert Einstein, Dr Little is a noted Harvard professor, author and psychologist who will get up close and personal about individuality, group dynamics, leadership and workplace interactions. 

For more information or the full conference program go to www.stepcaribbeanconference.com
For media inquiries, admin@stepcaribbeanconference.com
